
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Now remain in my love. 
 
If you obey my commands, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 

Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
 
I have 

told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 

your joy may be complete. 
 
My command is this: 

Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love 

has no one than this, that he lay down his life for 

his friends. 
 
You are my friends if you do what I 

command. 
 
I no longer call you servants, because a 

servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 

that I learned from my Father I have made known 

to you. 
 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and 

appointed you to go and bear fruit —fruit that will 

last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask 

in my name. This is my command: Love each other.                         

    John 15:9-17 

 

 

In Book VIII of his Nicomachean Ethics, the 

ancient philosopher Aristotle spent time defining 

what he considered friendship to be. Friends share 

common interests, he said in an earth-shattering 

statement. Their goals are often alike. Their likes and 

dislikes are typically the same or at least similar. 

Aristotle noted that friendships that spring up 

quickly and don’t last are friendships which only 

begin for personal usefulness. When the usefulness 

is gone, so is the friendship. On the other hand, a 

true and lasting friendship is founded when each 

friend looks out for the interests of the other person 

as well. In those lasting friendships, the relationship 

is built and strengthened by time and familiarity. 

Most interesting to me is Aristotle’s assertion that 

true friendship can really only happen between two 

“good” people. He stated that a morally “bad” 

person is incapable of true friendship because they 

will always be focused on themselves, and not on 

the friend.  By and large, I think most people would 

agree with much of what Aristotle lectured about 

friendship 2300 years ago.  

With that definition of friendship in front of 

us, Jesus makes an interesting statement in today’s 

Gospel lesson. He calls us his friends. Though it 

might seem to be a rather simple proclamation, it is 

in fact an amazing statement for us to think about 

and ponder. And if we are friends with Jesus as he 

says, I think an easy question presents itself for us to 

think about today. It is this, “What kind of friend are 

you?”  

The group of people in the lesson which we 

heard earlier from Acts provides us with a great 

starting point in discussing what it means to be 

friends with Jesus. Did you hear what was said about 

those people in Antioch? In Acts 11:26, it says, “The 

disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.” 

Think about the significance of that statement. As 

common people observed those believers in 

Antioch, their friendship with this man named Christ 

was so evident that outsiders came up with a new 

term to describe them. As these believers went out 

into the streets of Antioch, as they carried out their 

jobs and daily activities, as they associated with their 

friends, we are told that they gave evidence of the 

grace of God. And while this label “Christian” may 

very well have been used in the beginning as a term 

of reproach, it doesn’t take away from what these 

“Christians” were doing with their lives. As friends of 

Jesus, they had in mind what was good for Christ 

over and above what was good for them. In the 3
rd

 

most important city of the Roman Empire, 

surrounded by people from around the world who 

would mock Christ for dying on a cross, these people 

did not hide or deny their relationship with Jesus. 

Instead, they lived and spoke in such a way that 

people they met would find it impossible to not 

know about who their friend was. “The disciples 

were called Christians.” That statement says a great 

deal about what kind of friends those people in 

Antioch were. 

As I think about those believers in Antioch 

and about the amazing title that was invented for 

them, a natural question surfaces in my mind, 

“Would the same be said of me?” “Is Christian an apt 
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title for me?” Certainly I don’t mean, “Is that what I 

would call myself.” Of course I would say that I am a 

Christian; of course, I would claim for myself that I 

am a friend of Christ. However, would other people 

say that about me? If Christian wasn’t one of the 

most familiar titles in the world, would my life give 

enough evidence of my relationship with Christ that 

people would decide that I should be known as a 

Christian? Would my daily conversation lead people 

to say, “He sure talks about this Christ a lot, they 

must be really good friends, let’s call him a 

Christian?” Would the way I talk about my friend, 

Jesus, lead people to wonder, “This Jesus seems like 

he is a guy I should get to know?” Sadly, I struggle to 

convince myself that it would be that way at all. If 

people were coming up with a term to describe who 

I’m about, it would undoubtedly include the name 

Tom, and not Christ. If people were using my 

conversation to figure out what is important to me, 

they would probably list golf and football as my best 

friends without having any clue that I know anything 

about Christ.  

The disciples in Antioch were called 

Christians, would the same be said of you? Would 

people describe you as a friend of Christ by watching 

your everyday life? Would coworkers know about 

the friendship that you have with Jesus? Would 

people think to label you as a Christian after talking 

with you for a couple minutes? Or, are you more 

likely to keep your friendship with Christ hidden to 

Sunday mornings, and exclusive to conversations 

with other mutual friends of Christ. There are two 

sad statements spoken much too often about people 

who are supposed to be friends of Christ. The first, 

“He says he is a Christian, but he sure doesn’t act like 

it.” The second, “I had no idea he was a Christian.”  

The truth of the matter is that very often, we don’t 

bring much to the table when it comes to our 

friendship with Christ. If lasting friendship is 

mutually beneficial as Aristotle says, with each friend 

focused on the good of the other, it is hard to even 

contrive that Jesus would call us his friends in view 

of the way that we often treat him. The logical 

conclusion is that Christ would have given up on 

calling us friends a long time ago.  

But that is what makes our friendship with 

Christ all the more remarkable. This friendship that 

we have with Christ goes against the norm. It goes 

against every maxim that Aristotle came up with in 

describing true friendship. Because of who we are as 

sinful people, we aren’t equals with Christ. We don’t 

have his good in mind. We are all about ourselves. 

That we would share a friendship with Christ makes 

no sense; it seems impossible when we think about 

what friendship often is. Christ is good, we are evil; 

Christ is God, we are flesh. Christ is selfless, we are 

selfish. 

Yet, what do we hear? Jesus says, “You are 

my friends.” In this friendship, Jesus brings 

everything to the table. The friendship began when 

Jesus chose us in spite of what we are and in spite of 

us not wanting him at all. “You did not choose me, 

(Jesus says), but I chose you.” (John 15:16) This 

friendship showed itself when he came down to this 

earth in love for us and for our good. He made 

himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. (Philippians 2:6-7) 

That friendship was fostered as he lived on this earth 

and as he experienced the temptations and the 

griefs that we daily face. Hebrews 4:15 tells us, “We 

do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one 

who has been tempted in every way just as we 

are.” This friendship reached its culmination when 

Jesus gave himself for our sins on the cross, as he 

says “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay 

down his life for his friends.” (John 15:13) This 

friendship continues day after day because Jesus 

never leaves us, promising “Surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 

28:20) And it will continue on forever because our 

friend promises that we will one day be in heaven 

with him. “I am going there to prepare a place for 

you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come back and take you to be with me that you 

also may be where I am.” (John 14:2-3) 

And though we so often bail on Jesus, and 

run away from Jesus, and give nothing to Jesus, he 

remains our friend. He keeps coming to us with his 

love and his forgiveness. He keeps assuring us with 

all those promises which we just heard. He keeps 

calling us his friends.  

And every day, he continues to fill our lives 

with the perks of friendship. As Christ’s friends, we 

have been given two tremendous privileges. First, 

Christ has chosen and appointed us with a 

remarkable calling. One of the perks of friendship is 

that we have a true purpose and mission as we go 

through this life. As his friends, we get to guard and 

keep his most precious treasure: the Gospel as it is 

found in Word and Sacrament. As we live in his love, 

we get to show his love and share his love with 

others as we all serve as ministers of the Gospel. 

What a wonderful example we have of that today as 

we obey our friend’s command of love by baptizing a 

child in his name. What a wonderful example we 



have of that today as we obey our friend’s command 

by confirming a woman in the truths of his Word, so 

that she can join with other friends of Christ in the 

Lord’s Supper. As we carry out this first privilege of 

friendship and obey Christ’s command to share his 

love, we go and bear lasting fruit for Jesus. 

The second privilege that Christ brings to us 

is connections. Our friendship with Christ opens up a 

whole new world that would be otherwise closed 

off. Through our friendship, we have access to God 

the Father. Our friendship with Christ opens the line 

of communication to God and we are given the 

promise that whatever we ask in Jesus’ name and 

according to God’s plan will be given to us. We truly 

have friends in high places.  

Christ, our friend, has given so much to us. 

He gives life to people who deserve to die. He gives 

purpose to people who are blind and lost. As you go 

out and live your life, let others know what kind of 

friend you have. As you speak about your friend, as 

you live for your friend, strive to have people know 

you as a friend of Jesus, make it your goal for them 

to call you a Christian. Amen. 

 


